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Source: Opportunity Insights Economic Tracker; Google Mobility Statistics 

Time spent outside 
the home at the 

workplace fell 
sharply in March 

and has remained 
well below January 

2020 levels
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Source: Maine Department of Labor, Center for Workforce Research and Information

In April 2020, unemployment rates were the highest on record and rose 
more than in any other month; even so, they underrepresented the 

true unemployment rate due to technical issues
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Maine’s official unemployment 
rate in December 2020 was 4.9%; 
but the Maine Department of 
Labor estimates that if labor 
force participation were at 
normal levels the unemployment 
rate would be just over 10%



Sources: Maine Department of Labor and Consensus Economic Forecasting Commission report, November 1, 2020
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Current forecasted 
trough (2020)



Employment impacts and recoveries have 
been uneven

Less impacted:

• Jobs that could easily transition to 
remote work

• Sectors related to pandemic 
response, increased migration, and 
time spent at home 
• Some components of:

• Manufacturing

• Retail

• Construction

• Health care

More impacted:

• “High-touch” jobs where face to face 
interactions are frequent

• Activities reliant on large gatherings 
(movie theaters, concerts/arts venues)

• Sectors tied to tourism 
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Source: Maine Department of Labor, Center for Workforce Research and Information
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Source: Maine Department of Labor, Center for Workforce Research and Information
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Source: Maine Department of Labor, Center for Workforce Research and Information



Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis; CEFC report, November 1, 2020
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